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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GROBY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 5th AUGUST 2019 AT 
THE COUNCIL OFFICES COMMENCING AT 7.00PM 

 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Rigby (Chairman) 

Cllrs Baker, Beck, Coley, Everson-Crane, Gunn, Hollick, Jones, and 
Richardson 
 

Also, Present:  The Clerk  
1 member of the public and Borough Councillor M Cartwright 

 
The Chairman announced that the meeting is being recorded 

 
COU/084/19-20     Apologies for Absence  

  
Apologies were received from Councillors Emmerson, Marvin, Lindsay, Lincoln ad Sleath  
 

COU/085/19-20  Declarations of Interest 
 

Cllr Richardson declared a non-pecuniary interest in any item relating to Groby allotments 
Cllr Gunn declared a non-pecuniary interest in any item relating to his family’s land and a 
pecuniary interest in his family’s property business 
Cllr Hollick declared an interest in Groby Village Hall 
 

COU/086/19-20  Minutes of the EGM held on 1st July 2019 
 
Councillor Hollick advised that he was not recorded as being present at the meeting 
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the EGM held on 1st July 2019, with the agreed 
amendment, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.   
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2019 

 
Cllr Coley advised that min ref COU/077/19=20 should be corrected to read: 
‘that the Tree Officer at Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council is proposing to the Planning Officer 
that a temporary TPO should be placed on part of a garden’  
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2019, with the agreed 
amendment be signed by the Chairman as a true record.   
 
Closed Session Minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2019 
 
It was unanimously resolved that the closed session minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2019, 
be discussed in closed session 
 

COU/087/19-20 Matters Arising 
 
COU/074/19-20 – Correspondence - item 20.  
 A response from Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council regarding the consultation on a new 
street name was included in Members’ packs. It was resolved by majority decision to recommend 
that the street is called Highway Close.  There was 1 abstention. 
 
COU/074/19-20- Correspondence item 21 
The Clerk read out the response from Leicestershire County Council regarding the proposed 
parking restrictions on Markfield Road 
 

COU/088/19-20    Clerk’s Report 
 

1. PCIF grant 
The Clerk informed the meeting that both PCIF grant requests submitted to Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council have been approved 
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2. Bench on Lawnwood Road 

 
The Clerk reported that following the last Parish Council meeting the Emergency Committee had 
unanimously agreed that due to the anti-social behaviour around the bench, that the bench should 
be removed immediately and stored at the cemetery and a decision regarding the bench should 
be made at the Parish Council meeting.  Cllr Rigby has suggested that the bench should be re-sited 
near to the memorial flower bed on Leicester Road. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that the bench should be re-sited adjacent to the ‘Tommy’ on 
Leicester Road and that the correct permissions should be sought 
 

3. Vandalism at Quarry Park - update 
 
The Clerk advised that she had contacted the insurance company, as requested at the last meeting 
and reported that they could not advise whether the premium would rise if the Parish Council 
made a claim, so she has I have made a claim via the insurance, as instructed by the Parish Council 
 

4. COU/066/19-20    Parish Council solicitor -update 
 

The Clerk reported that she had contacted various solicitors’ firms and had received the 
following: 
 

Solicitor Firm Quote for PC legal works Quote for Scouts Lease 

a The applicable rates for Parish Councils 
are outlined below, and by way of 
comparison, my standard rate is £240 as 
against the Parish Council Sector rate of 
£125 outlined below. 
 
Partner/Legal Director £175 
Senior Associate £150 
Legal Ex/Solicitor/Associate - £125 
Legal Support/Trainee - £85 
 

being in the region of £1500 
plus VAT and disbursements. 
 
 

b For an annual charge of £400 plus VAT, we 
provide you with up to ten hours’ advice 
and assistance.  

we would need to clarify 
some of the details of the 
Scout Hut lease, but I think 
that £1,500 plus VAT where 
appropriate would be a 
realistic estimate of the work 
involved. 
  
 

c We are in the process of finalising a 
subscription service and as soon as this 
has been set up, I will of course let you 
know.  
 
 

 
The costs of the lease are 
likely to be around £1,150 
plus VAT and Land registry 
fees of roughly about £46. 
Our costs may go up slightly if 
the lease is being granted to 
the scout association rather 
than the local scouts group.  
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It was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council should employ the services of solicitor ‘b’ as 
long as the requested hourly rate is no more than 10% of solicitor ‘a’ and if the difference is more 
than £500 then it should be referred back to the Parish Council 
 

5. Letter to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
 
It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should write to the Chief Executive at Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council to ask that all correspondence and contact with the Parish Council is 
always directed to the Clerk  
 

6. EC/024/19-20- Updated Tree Reports – Vandalism to trees on Oakmeadow Way   
 
Further information regarding possible vandalism was included in Members’ packs.  It was 
unanimously resolved that due to the sensitive and confidential nature of this item that it should 
be discussed during closed session 
 

7. Email from Groby Scouts 
 
A copy of an email from Groby Scouts is included in Members’ packs.  It was agreed that a Scout’s 
Liaison working party meeting should be arranged 
 

8. Tree works - Agenda Item 15 – Estates 
 
It was unanimously resolved that 6 days of tree works to complete outstanding priority 1 & 2 works 
as identified in the tree survey, should be arranged by the Clerk in addition to the quotes 
recommended by the Estates Committee 
 

9. Request to site an additional memorial stone 

 
The Clerk reported that she had received a request to cite an additional stone in the Cemetery 
information regarding the request was included in members’ packs this was discussed at length 
and it was resolved by majority decision that the Cemetery rules should be adhered to and that 
Councillors Jones Emerson Hollick and the Clerk should meet with the president to seek a mutually 
acceptable compromise  
 

COU/089/19-20 Public Participation  
 
 In accordance with Standing Order 36.3 the Chairman adjourned the meeting at7.31pm for 20 

minutes to allow for public participation 
 

COU/090/19-20 Police Report 
 

 The report was issued to all Members and was noted. 
 

COU/091/19-20 County Councillor’s report   
 

The Clerk submitted Councillor O’Shea’s apologies.  The report was included in Members’ packs.  
The street lighting on Sacheverell Way was discussed and it was agreed that the Parish Council 
should request to see the report/evidence of the serious cabling fault  
 

COU/092/18-19        Borough Councillors’ reports 
 

The report was included in Members’ packs.  Cllr Cartwright requested that the cancelled Parish 
Review meeting is re-scheduled.  He offered to assist with the Community Resilience scheme.  He 
advised that Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council had declared a climate emergency and that the 
Borough Council will make a plan regarding this in the next 6-9 months 
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He also advised that Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council does not have a 5-year housing supply.  
Housing land in Groby was then discussed at length and it was agreed that the Planning & 
Development Committee should present the land availability to the Parish Council 
 
The member of the public asked about the current position of the land adjacent to the cemetery 
and it was agreed that this should be included in the report from the Planning & Development 
Committee  
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 7.53pm 

 
COU/093/19-20 Finance & General Purposes Committee: 

 
The meeting scheduled for 31st July did not take place, as it was not quorate. 
 

COU/094/19-20 Payment of accounts  

 
 

Payment Schedule    

Amounts paid since last meeting/submitted for approval:   

Payee Details 
Net 

Amount £ 
Vat               

£ 
Gross            

£ 
Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council Cemetery Rates 144.00   144.00 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council Office & Premises Rates 203.00   203.00 

Investec Telephone System & service fee 79.00 15.80 94.80 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council Trade recycling 11.70 0.00 11.70 

Various July 2019 Salaries 6,219.73 0.00 6,219.73 

HMRC Tax & NI - July 2019 1,512.61 0.00 1,512.61 

LCC LGPS - pension July 2019 2,037.90 0.00 2,037.90 

GPC Employees Mileage-July 2019 313.47 0.00 313.47 

GPC Employee Clerks Re-imbursement 25.78 0.00 25.78 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council Emptying Bin contract-46 bins 1,925.56 385.11 2,310.67 

M & BG Ltd June 2019 ground care 3,275.95 655.19 3,931.14 

M & BG Ltd 
Credit note for invoice 55200 
March 2019 -1,666.66 -333.33 -1,999.99 

Opus Energy Cemetery electricity  16.35 0.82 17.17 

MAP Waste 2 x collections 34.20 6.84 41.04 

Came & Company Annual Insurance 2,029.50 293.54 2,323.04 

Churchill Industrial 
Supplies Parks Workwear 

85.50 12.40 97.90 

LRALC Training -Ground staff 50.00 0.00 50.00 

Sunningdale 
Landscape Supplies 
Ltd 

Parks Supplies 
15.33 3.06 18.39 

George Walker Ltd Post for Dovecote 12.42 2.48 14.90 
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EON Lighting 30.68 1.53 32.21 

Granart Various Plaques 469.00 0.00 469.00 

Coles Nurseries Trees & Plants 354.50 70.90 425.40 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Annual charge for Garden waste 
bin @ cemetery 24.00 0.00 24.00 

ESPO 

Parks & Office Consumables, 
Including Hazardous storage 
cupboard 218.43 43.69 262.12 

Pubpay & 
Stonehenge Payroll 24.15 4.83 28.98 

Konica Minolta 
Quarterly rental 14.07.19-
13.10.19 rental 153.57 30.71 184.28 

Symbiosis Tree Survey-Re-Inspections 940.00 188.00 1,128.00 

Ashenden Tree Ltd Chipping 250.00 0.00 250.00 

TML Ltd Telephone System - July 2019 71.67 14.35 86.02 

Fosse Computers Computer Work 52.50 0.00 52.50 

Pubpay & 
Stonehenge Payroll 24.15 4.83 28.98 

MAP Waste 2 x collections 34.20 6.84 41.04 

M & BG Ltd July 2019 Ground care 3,275.95 655.19 3,931.14 

Hi-Gear Heras Fence Hire 118.64 23.73 142.37 

  22,366.78 2,086.51 24,453.29 
 

 

Receipt Schedule  
Amounts received since last meeting:   

Name Details Amount        £ Receipt No: 

Resident Cemetery Fees 260.00 c/19/20/20 

Residents Cemetery Fees 300.00 c/19/20/19 

Groby Juniors Match Fees  70.00 19/20/9 

Co-operative funerals Cemetery Fees 307.00 c/19/20/21 

resident Cemetery Fees 260.00 c/19/20/22 

Groby Juniors Match Fees  150.00 19/20/10 

Dignity Funeral Services Cemetery Fees 90.00 c/19/20/23 

 Total 1,437.00  
 
 The Clerk advised that the grass maintenance contractor had missed some areas when they were 
cutting the grass.  It was agreed that Cllrs Baker, Emmerson and the Estates Manager should 
inspect the grass cutting and then meet with the contractor 
 
It was unanimously resolved to make the payments that were presented to the meeting  

COU/095/19-20 Financial Reports 
 
The budget report, bank reconciliation statement and EMR report were included in Members’ 
packs and were reviewed 

 

COU/096/19-20       Correspondence 
 

It was unanimously resolved to reply to the correspondence as follows: 
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Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Green Infrastructure within 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough.   

.  It was agreed to refer this to the Estates 
Committee 

26 
Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Electoral Registration Canvass 
2019 Vacancy 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write 
informing HBBC that the process is a waste 
of money as there was an election in May 
this year.  The Clerk was asked to cc Cllr 

Hollick 

27 
Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Review of Polling Districts, Polling 
Places & Polling Stations 

The Clerk was requested to write informing 
that no change is requested 

28 
Katylous Forest 

School 
Request to use woods 

The Clerk was asked to reply asking tor 
clarity, as Councillors do not know where 

Millennium Woods are 

29 
Leicestershire 

County Council 
Have your say on the Council’s 

Priorities 
This was noted 

30 Zurich Update on insurance claim This was noted 

31 Local resident  
Concerns regarding solvent abuse 

on Quarry Park 

The Clerk was requested to inform the PCSO 
of the letter and ask the police what they are 
going to do about it and also to contact the 
IMPACT team.  The Clerk was asked to reply 
thanking the resident and informing them of 

the action the Parish Council is taking 

32 
Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Review - Public Space Protection 
Order  

It was agreed that the Clerk should request 
that the consultation is extended to 23rd 
September to allow the Parish Council to 

cost the proposal, gather more information 
and consider the implication.  It was agreed 

to refer the matter to the Estates Committee 

33 Local Resident 
Reference to a previous planning 
application 

This was referred to the Full Parish Council 
for information, as the matter is being dealt 

with by the Planning & Development 
Committee 

34 Local Resident Overhanging branches This was noted 

35 
Groby Allotment 

Society 
Ratby Road Allotments 

The Clerk was requested to write to the 
Allotment Society to suggest that they 

appeal against the condition attached to the 
approval of the planning permission as the 
Council understands that it was contrary to 

the Members’ decision.   

 
 
The Clerk informed Members that there is now a folder available at the meeting which contains 
correspondence which is for information only 
 

COU/97/19-20     Planning & Development Committee 

The minutes from the meetings held on 2nd 17th and 30th July 2019 were noted.   

COU/098/19-20    Estates Committee 
 

 The recommendations from the Estates Committee meeting held on 4th July 2019 were resolved as 
follows: 

 

Min reference Committee Recommendation Council decision 
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EC/023/19-20 It was agreed to recommend that 2 magnetic signs 
are purchased for each of the ground staff and 
gate keepers’ vehicles The Clerk was requested to 
investigate these insurance implications of staff 
using their own vehicles for Council business  
 

It was agreed that the employees 
should supply copies of their 
insurance and driving licenses and 
when the Clerk has received them 
then the signs can be provided 

EC/023/19-20  Request for rear deflector  
It was agreed to recommend that a replacement 
should be purchased at the cost of £104.81.   
 

It was agreed to accept the 
committee’s recommendation  

EC/024/19-20  Updated tree reports   
It was recommended that the Clerk should report 
the damaged trees to the police 
Tree work quotations 
 
3 quotes for various tree works were presented to 
the meeting.  It was agreed to recommend that the 
work should be allocated to all 3 of the contractors 
(an area should be given to each contractor), but 
the Clerk should check that none of the quotations 
are for work the council believes has already been 
undertaken  
 

It was agreed to discuss this matter in 
closed session 
 
 
 
The quotes were included in 
Members’ packs and it was agreed to 
accept the committee’s 
recommendation. 
 
Due to it’s sensitive and confidential 
nature It was unanimously resolved 
to discuss some of this item in closed 
session 

EC/025/19-20  It was agreed to recommend that the report form 
for the proposed new contract should be 
completed by the Estates Manager and that these 
reports should be presented to the monthly 
committee meeting.   

It was agreed to accept the 
committee’s recommendation  

EC/026/19-20  It was agreed to recommend that the work is not 
necessary for the gate and should not be 
undertaken at this time  

It was agreed to accept the 
committee’s recommendation 

EC/026/19-20  The Clerk explained that when the groundsman 
attended his playground inspection course, the 
course provider recommended that that councils 
should have someone trained to be an operational 
inspector.  It was recommended that the Clerk 
should ask the insurance company whether this is a 
requirement 
 

It was agreed that the Clerk, Chair of 
the Estates Committee and the 
Estates Manager should carry out a 
quarterly operational inspection 
following the manufacturers 
requirement 

 
  

COU/098/19-20 Parish Development Committee 
 
The meeting scheduled for 31st July did not take place, as it was not quorate. 
 
The chairman re-ordered the agenda so that agenda item 19 was discussed as the next item 
 

COU/099/19-20     Health & Safety Consultant 
 
  5 quotes to provide the Council’s Health & Safety consultancy were provided in Members’ packs 

and considered.  It was unanimously resolved to accept quote 3 in the packs at an annual cost of 
£1,152 
 
The Chairman called for a 5-minute comfort break at 9.06pm 
 
The meeting resumed at 9.11pm 
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COU/100/19-20     To consider and approve awarding the 2019-2021 Christmas Light contract  
 
 All details of the quotes received, and various options and designs were included in Members’ 

packs. And discussed. It was explained that the only supplier which came within the budget is 
Festive Lighting.  It was agreed that there should be no lights on the trees on Ratby Road and that 
there should be 39 single motifs.   

 
It was unanimously resolved to accept the quotation named Additional Option in Members’ packs 
at a total cost of £11, 604, but the Chairman, Cllr Lincoln and the Clerk should negotiate a reduction  
 

COU101/19-20 Motion on Notice: 
 

That the Parish Council continues with a 3-year hanging basket programme from 2020 to 2022 
(inclusive) The contract will be for 80 half baskets and not exceed £4k.   

 
Members felt that this should be considered as part of the budget setting process 
 
The motion was not carried 

 
COU102/19-20 To consider whether to hold Parish Council meetings and Committee meetings during July and 

August 
 
 This item was deferred 
 

The Chairman proposed and it was RESOLVED, unanimously, to exclude the public and press from 
the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 for the reason that the 
nature of the business being discussed was of a confidential and sensitive nature, and that matters 
appertaining to employment were of a confidential nature. 
 

COU/103/19-20  Staffing Committee 
 
To consider the recommendations from the meeting held on 17th July 2019 
 

 The minutes were discussed during closed session.  It was unanimously resolved to accept all the 
recommendations contained in the minutes 
 
To consider adopting a Time Off in Lieu Policy 
 

 The minutes were discussed during closed session.  It was unanimously resolved to accept all the 
recommendations contained in the minutes 
 

COU/104/19-20    Date of next meeting  
 

It was agreed that the next scheduled meeting would be held on Monday 2nd September 2019 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

The meeting closed at 10.16pm. 
 

 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………….                Date ……………………........... 
                         Chairman   


